
 

Joel Hunter’s 2016 Financial Update  
(Northland’s “Tipping Point Initiative”) 

 
Joel C Hunter of “Northland, a church distributed” here in Longwood, FL gives  

a financial update (October 2016). Northland is one of 5 to 10 “mega-churches” in the central Florida 
region, and they boast that they have between 15,000 and 20,000 “members”.  

 
-- Oddly and unexplainably, in the last few days we have noticed that Joel’s team has removed this video 
that we are looking at from Vimeo, so this video might be about to disappear. We transcribed it so that 

there is hopefully a record of it before they completely remove the info. And, until they remove this 
video, you can find it at this website, a sub-site of Northland - http://tippingpoint.northlandchurch.net . 

It’s the middle video in the line of 3 videos, right here: 

 
 
[This is Joel Hunter talking. (The video is about 4 & a half minutes long)] 

“What a year it’s been since we began the Tipping Point Initiative. 
Thank you. To those of you who made commitments to both give and 
live for Jesus Christ, you’re probably seeing a difference in your 
relationships. We’re seeing such a difference in our church, in our 
community and our nation, and in the whole world. We’re seeing 
remarkable things. Right now, though, it’s important that we pause 
and get kind of an update on where we are together on our journey. 

So, for that financial update, Mark is going to give us this news.  
[Mark McMurrin, Northland’s Executive Director of Operations, speaks] It was a year ago, last October, 
when we launched the Tipping Point Initiative. Together, we made a commitment to pray, to give and to 
live out the church in a very personal way.”  

http://tippingpoint.northlandchurch.net/


[Mark McMurrin continues] You may be wondering what are the results of your giving thus far. And I’m 
excited to share that with you. You probably remember the pie chart and the tipping point that showed 
where the funds would go, if we were able to meet our two-year goals. Let me walk you through the 
progress we have made over the past year.  
 

The worship center was completed in 2007 and cost 
$42 million to complete. It’s amazing how far we’ve 
come, as our mortgage balance was still over $13 
million. And this Tipping Point Initiative was to help us 
eliminate further that debt. We’ve been able to pay 
off $1.6 million so far this year, with the hopes of 
being almost $3 million before the end of 2016.  
 
Northland’s mission is to “bring people to maturity in 

Christ”, and I’m standing here in that rink where it all began. You know our equipping ministry manifests 
that best in the areas of worship and also discipleship, where people are utilizing our campuses to be 
able to get equipped personally as well as how they can best reach others. And it’s encouraging to know 
that not only in the area of discipleship, but also pastoral care and counseling and our care ministries as 
well as the infrastructure that’s required for the operations of technologies to be able to reach people 
way beyond these rooms.  

 
Just this year, you have been able to 
give over $6 million dollars towards 
our equipping ministries, with hopes 
by the end of 2016, being able to give 
almost $10 million towards these 
efforts.  
 
 



We are the church that gives ourselves away. And 
that is best represented by how we serve our 
local community. Some examples is our life-hope 
ministry, and benevolence  as well as anti-human-
trafficking efforts here central Florida, and caring 
for the homeless and serving those in prison and 
jail. Over $300,000 has been given thus far in 
2016 towards these efforts. And by the end of 
2016, our hope is we’ll give $600,000 because of 
your giving toward Tipping Point.  

 
Partnerships are one of Northland’s 
greatest  attributes. And our international 
partners? Well they’re just simply 
amazing. Those include missionaries, 
churches, as well as global organizations 
that we work with, and over $400,000, so 
far this year, gone to help them with their 
efforts, with hopes that over $1 million by 
the end of the year.  
 

God is calling Northland to be a catalyst to plant 
more 1 million churches around the world. That’s a 
big goal and a big vision. And it’s a part of why 
we’re doing Tipping Point – to fund this vision. Over 
$700,000 has been given thus far this year towards 
this effort, to be able to see personal church 
networks here in central Florida thrive, as well as 
distributed training centers being planted in various 
places being planted in various places around the 
world with our partners, where pastors and lay 
people are starting churches in the context of right-

where-they-are. This is an exciting time for us as a church. And I want thank you personally for giving, 
because this is about transformation in the lives of what we’re doing in our giving, but also the 
resources and how it’s reaching people, to transform them with the gospel, as we move forward to 
being a church that truly is distributed.  

 
 [Back to Joel C. Hunter] 
Well as Mark has shown us, the impact is 
significant of what God has done through us so 
far. And we will continue to invite congregants 
into this journey with us, so that we can finish 
strong, so that we can see God do even more to 
build His Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven.  


